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To educate the reader or visitor (e.g., report,

presentation, book, tour, house museum guide, exhibit, etc.)

To profit (e.g., marketing)

To understand its historic, architectural, and/or cultural 

significance in order to justify its preservation

To inform its treatment

To learn (e.g., family history)

Why research a historic building?





I. BASIC RESEARCH

II. INTENSIVE-LEVEL RESEARCH



I. BASIC RESEARCH



Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 

Construction Date: 1859

Architect: Gervase Wheeler

solid apple = landmark

hollow apple = historic district



Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 



Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 



Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 



Finding the Designation Report: 

NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission Website

Determining if a building is designated

www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/index.page

www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/index.page


Finding the Designation Report: 

NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission Website

Determining if a building is designated

Benjamin P. Allen House, 29 Center Drive, Douglaston

www.1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/index.page

www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/index.page


Finding the National Register Nomination:

NY Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Website

https://cris.parks.ny.gov/

https://cris.parks.ny.gov/


Finding the National Register Nomination:

Note: It is also possible to

use the interactive map on the 

right side of the screen to search 

your property and access the 

National Register Nomination.

https://cris.parks.ny.gov/

https://cris.parks.ny.gov/


Finding the National Register Nomination:

NY Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Website

https://cris.parks.ny.gov/

https://cris.parks.ny.gov/


II. INTENSIVE-LEVEL RESEARCH



Accessing NYC Department of Building Files

Documents Held at: Queens Borough Department of Buildings

120-55 Queens Blvd, Kew Gardens

On microfiche (if available)

Some original scanned documents are accessible via

the NYC Department of Buildings website



Files at the NYC Department of Buildings

Spear & Company Factory

94-15 100th Street, Ozone Park, Queens

1906, John B. Snook & Sons, architect 



The Real Estate Record Online Database

(for NYC buildings constructed/altered between 1868 -1922)

https://rerecord.library.columbia.edu/

https://rerecord.library.columbia.edu/


The Real Estate Record Online Database

(for NYC buildings constructed/altered between 1868 -1922)

https://rerecord.library.columbia.edu/

https://rerecord.library.columbia.edu/


Recent Filings/Certificate of Occupancy Information on 

NYC Department of Buildings Website

https://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/bsqpm01.jsp

https://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/bsqpm01.jsp


Recent Filings/Certificate of Occupancy Information on 

NYC Department of Buildings Website

https://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/bsqpm01.jsp

https://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/bsqpm01.jsp


Certificate of Occupancy Information on 

NYC Department of Buildings Website

https://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/bsqpm01.jsp

https://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/bsqpm01.jsp


https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/overview

Architect Research via 

The AIA Historical Directory of American Architects

https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/overview


Architect Research via 

The AIA Historical Directory of American Architects

https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/overview

https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/overview


https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/overview

Architect Research via 

The AIA Historical Directory of American Architects

https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/overview


Historic Maps

▪ New York Public Library 

▪ Queens Central Library 

▪ Library of Congress (online)

▪ New-York Historical Society

▪ Other internet sources



Historic Map Research - New York Public Library

https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases

https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases


Historic Map Research

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

From:  New York Public Library’s Online Map Division

1950 1966

https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases

https://www.nypl.org/research/collections/articles-databases


Historic Map Research

From:  The Archives @ Queens Central Library 

1908 Bromley Map1891 Wolverton Map



Historic Photographs

▪ Queens Public Library Digital

▪ New York Public Library

▪ Municipal Archives’ Tax Photos

▪ Library of Congress

▪ Museum of the City of New York

▪ Books and other internet sources



Historic Photographs - Queens Public Library Digital

http://digitalarchives.queenslibrary.org/collections



Historic Photographs – New York Public Library

Whitestone Branch 

of the Queensboro

Public Library 

(left), 14-16 150th

Street (formerly 

Eighth Avenue), 

Whitestone, 1927

www.oldnyc.org

http://www.oldnyc.org/


Historic Photographs – Municipal Archives

TAX PHOTOS – 1939-1941
nycma.lunaimaging.com

nycma.lunaimaging.com


Historic Photographs – Municipal Archives

TAX PHOTOS – 1939-1941

nycma.lunaimaging.com

nycma.lunaimaging.com


Historic Photographs - Library of Congress 

www.loc.gov/photos

http://www.loc.gov/photos


Historic Drawings/HABS - Library of Congress 

www.loc.gov/photos

http://www.loc.gov/photos


Historic Photographs - Museum of the City of New York 

https://collections.mcny.org/

https://collections.mcny.org/


Historic Newspaper Articles

▪ The Archives @ Queens Public Library

▪ Fulton History Website 

▪ NYS Historic Newspapers

▪ Brooklyn Newstand



The Archives @ Queens Public Library (library)

www.queenslibrary.org/research/local-history/archives

http://www.queenslibrary.org/research/local-history/archives


Fulton History Website

www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html

http://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html


Fulton History Website

www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html

http://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html


NYS Historic Newspapers Website

www.nyshistoricnewspapers.org/

http://www.nyshistoricnewspapers.org/


NYS Historic Newspapers Website

www.nyshistoricnewspapers.org/

http://www.nyshistoricnewspapers.org/


Brooklyn Daily Eagle via Brooklyn Public Library Website

bklyn.newspapers.com/paper/the-brooklyn-daily-eagle

https://bklyn.newspapers.com/paper/the-brooklyn-daily-eagle/


Who owns, owned, lived or operated a business in a building?

▪ Current tax records

▪ Current deeds and property records

▪ Historic deeds 

▪ Census records

▪ Historic Directories 



Tax Records via the ACRIS Website

Current Ownership

www.a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/

https://a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/


Tax Records via the ACRIS Website

Current Ownership

www.a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/

https://a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/


Tax Records via the ACRIS Website

Current Ownership

www.a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/
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Tax Records via the ACRIS Website

Current Ownership

www.a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/

https://a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/


Deed Research via the 

City Register for Queens County, Jamaica

Queens Business Center, 144-06 94th Ave, Jamaica

Historic Ownership

▪ Use NYC Department of Buildings website to 

obtain block and lot number beforehand

▪ Search either microfilm or docket books for lot; 

files are organized by block number

▪ Both microfilm and docket books offer source info 

for past ownership and conveyance dates

▪ “Grantor” = Seller / “Grantee” = Buyer

▪ Docket books also offer an abbreviated history of 

the block at the front of each section



Deed Research via the 

Queens County Register, Jamaica - Historic Ownership



Resident and Business Research via 

US Census Data and Local Directories

www.ancestrylibrary.proquest.com



U.S. Census Data via Ancestry Website

www.ancestrylibrary.proquest.com



Local Directory Listings via Ancestry Website

www.ancestrylibrary.proquest.com



Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Lodge Number 878



Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Lodge Number 878

Mayan-inspired decoration, auditorium

The Architectural Forum, September 1926 
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