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OUGLASTON AND LITTLE NECK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Preserving and protecting the historical significance of Douglaston and Little Neck
and adjacent nature preserves.
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Follow-up

r
|
The final portion of the City of Yes for
| Housing Opportunity zoning amendment was
passed by the City Council in December. It is
I another blow to our historic neighborhoods!
I Also in December; the historic ca. 1850s Van
Nostrand House at 153-17 Pembroke Avenue,
I Little Neck, was demolished. A parking lot
replaced it!
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The memorial sculpture and plaque with lit candles

A Memorial to

“The Children of God”
at Zion Episcopal Church

A memorial sculpture and plaque created to
commemorate those people once enslaved by Zion
Episcopal Church’s original founders nearly 200 years ago
was dedicated last November in a moving ceremony in the
church sanctuary.

Recent research has revealed that at least 43 people
were enslaved by 12 of the Church’s 18 founding families.
They included Wynant Van Zandt, who donated the land
on which the church is built. The church building was
consecrated in 1830. The memorial and plaque are mounted
on the west wall of the church in the main sanctuary, and
were created in fired clay ceramic by Great Neck sculptor
and artist Ancil Farrell.

Farrell and about 50 parishioners, neighbors
and guests attended the ceremony and dedication on
November 17th, which was led by Zion’s Rector, the Rev.
Lindsay Lunnum. The special Sunday night service began
with singing and prayers. Then, attendees were invited to
come forward to light one of 43 votive candles set on
a table under the sculpture, in honor of those known to
have been enslaved.

During the ceremony, the Rev. Lunnum described
how three years ago some parishioners decided to embark
on a research effort to learn more about enslavement and
its role relating to the founders of the Church. The Rev.
Carl Adair, then the Assistant Rector at Zion, led the effort,
known as the Zion History Project.

Continued on page 2
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The Annual Meeting and More.........

This year’s annual meeting of the DLNHS membership has been
scheduled for June 7th, 2025 at the Community Church of Douglaston.
Please keep an eye out for an email with our start time and meeting schedule.

The speaker at this year’s annual meeting will be William Nieter.
Professor Nieter was the Director of Environmental Studies at St. John’s
University, a position he held for 38 years before his retirement in 2023.
Professor Nieter will be discussing his book, The Story of Alley Pond: Past
Present Future. The book carefully details the history of the park as well as the ecological wonders that make Alley Pond
Park so special. For those of you unfamiliar with Alley Pond, perhaps you might want to consider visiting this vast 650+ acre
gem that is part of Douglaston’s and Little Neck’s backyard before the talk by Professor Nieter. To provide incentive for your
pre-lecture visit to Alley Pond Park you should know that the upper park is a prime coastal woodland that offers excellent
hiking trails with views of small ponds and steep hills that were formed by glaciers thousands of years ago. Walk through the
trails slowly and quietly and you just might come upon a wide variety of wildlife like hawks, owls, ravens, hummingbirds,
possums and bull frogs. The lower park, which contains the newly renovated Alley Pond Environmental Center (APEC) is
a tidal marsh filled with a wide variety of plants and its own kinds of wildlife including herons, egrets, osprey, kingfishers,
foxes, and even coyotes. So, take a spring stroll through Alley Pond Park and then on June 7th hear Professor Nieter tell you
the history and future of this amazing urban oasis.

As in years past, the DLNHS will be joining the Westmoreland Association and the Douglaston Garden Club at the
annual spring cleanup and planting at Glenwood Landing Park, located at Glenwood Street and 39th Road. We start our
work at 10 am and by noon we’re all enjoying pizza under the trees. Come see the daffodils and native plants that have been
planted in this small triangular park, along with a young tulip tree that was planted in honor of the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the Westmoreland Association. Westmoreland is the neighborhood straddling both Little Neck and Great Neck
that, like Douglas Manor, Kensington (in Great Neck) and Broadway-Flushing, was founded in 1906 by the Rickert-Finlay
Company and includes covenants and restrictions in every home’s deed ensuring the preservation of the community. So
come check out Glenwood Landing Park and see some of the old homes that make Westmoreland special.

THANK YOU CAROLE COX! A big thank you to Carole Cox, our Editor-in-Chief of the newsletter for the past
two years, who has stepped off the DLNHS board. Carole has given her ALL to the newsletter effort, carefully editing each
story with the DLNHS team, laying them out and ushering the newsletter through the printing process. Her tender loving
care and boundless enthusiasm for local history will be missed!

Zion MemOFial Dedication continued from page 1

Although manumission — the freeing of enslaved people — began in 1827 in New York State, slavery was not
completely abolished until 1841. The Rev. Lunnum referred to the enslaved people as “The Children of God,” and noted how
these men, women, and children played a major role in building the wealth of some of Zion’s founding families.

The Van Zandts, for example, are known to have had at least four enslaved people living with them and serving their
family. Charles, Elsy, Cesar and Margaret Pine were born into bondage. They were all children when they were given to Van
Zandt and his wife Maria as a wedding present by Maria’s father, Israel Underhill, in 1788.

They lived in Manhattan, where Van Zandt was a wealthy merchant and served as a New York City alderman. The Van
Zandts purchased 120 acres on the Douglaston peninsula in 1813, where they built a mansion as a country retreat from the city
in 1819, now the home of the Douglaston Club.

The Rev. Lunnum announced that members of the Zion parish — all volunteers — will continue to research the history
of the enslaved, and their tangled relationships with Zion’s founding families, going forward. There is still much that is not
known about them or the lives they lived while they were enslaved, or about their lives after manumission. “We are learning
our history, and envisioning how we move forward with repentance and humility,” the Rev. Lunnum said during the dedication.
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Portable X-Rays, Wonder Bread, and “I Love Lucy”:
Secrets of 137 Hollywood Avenue

One of Douglas Manor’s earliest houses also has one of its most interesting histories—including links to
several iconic symbols of the twentieth century. Here are a few of its stories:
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137 Hollywood Avenue in 1940 1917 map showing 137 Hollywood Avenue

Background

137 Hollywood Avenue was built in 1907 in the Arts & Crafts style. It was constructed of hollow tile
covered by stucco, an innovative fire-resistant alternative to wood frame, when wood was still the most popular
building material at the time. When it was built, the house was the only one on the entire north side of the 100
block of Hollywood Avenue, with only one other house, 104 Hollywood, on the opposite end of the street. Per
the 1917 map above, 137 had a small garage on the north side of the property, which was replaced sometime
later by a matching carriage house with an apartment above, built on the adjoining lot to the west.

As noted by the map, there were still relatively few houses in the neighborhood ten years after it was
built. The house at 111 Hollywood (in blue on the map) also designed in the Arts & Crafts style, was the
only other house on the north side of the block. The Douglas mansion, soon to be the permanent home of the
Douglaston Club, sat one block to the north of 137 Hollywood Avenue, with no structures between them.

Little is known about the original owner, J.E. Rice, other than that Mrs. Rice was involved in raising
funds in 1911 to convert the utilitarian boathouse at the end of the Douglas Manor Dock into a “casino” or
“pavilion,” for dancing and other social activities.

Portable X-Rays

The owner of the house from around 1922 to 1934 was prolific inventor Frank T. Powers, president
of the Powers Photo Engraving Company. In 1922, he patented an invention for enabling the printing of color
photography in newspapers, a radical idea that was many decades ahead of its time.

In 1932, he developed a portable radiographic unit that enabled x-ray exams to be made at schools
or homes without having to travel to a hospital. Powers’s invention was intended to combat the spread of
tuberculosis, a major health threat at the time.

Wonder Bread

Ellsworth L. Timberman, his wife Mary, and son Ellsworth Jr., lived in the house from 1934 through
1936. Timberman was the New York regional manager of the Continental Baking Company, which was at the
time the largest commercial bakery in the United States. Under Timberman’s watch, two innovative products
were rolled out to New York City residents: Wonder Bread, which came pre-sliced (gasp!) in a brightly colored
bag (double gasp!) and a snack cake invented to take advantage of under-utilized strawberry shortcake-making
machines during the offseason—named Twinkies!

Continued on page 8
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It Was a Very Spooky Halloween at Zion Cemetery This Year!

On Sunday, October 27", DLNHS joined other community groups at Zion Episcopal Church
Cemetery for the annual Halloween Drive-thru. In addition to handing out candy to the kids (and a few adults)
who drove through the cemetery, Carole Cox and Maura Wrynn (a very cute, spooky butterfly) distributed
a very well received, illustrated flyer. One side of the handout detailed the traditions that led to the current
Halloween celebrations, and the other told a brief history of Zion Episcopal Church and Cemetery. The
weather was perfect, and everyone had an extremely enjoyable, educational and — yes — scary day!

The Reverend Lunnum “bee-ing” herself: Maura Wrynn and Carole Cox distribute Is that you Kevin Wolfe?
“Alas, poor Yorick! goodies and a bit of history ‘Tis!

A Letter From Our President, Peter Reinharz

As we begin the New Year at the DLNHS, a new chapter in the history of Little Neck and
Douglaston is commencing. The passing by the City Council of the City of Yes zoning amendments may
change the character of our neighborhoods over time, and with it, the reminders of our history. It is a history
that includes the presence of Native American tribes, Dutch management, English rule, and an American
Revolutionary past. Little Neck and Douglaston have been the home to Civil War heroes, Hollywood stars, and
sports legends. We have been the base for whalers, farmers, and industrialists, and we have built everything
from modest homes to architectural marvels in this community. If we want to preserve this community’s unique
character, it is important that we constantly remind ourselves and our children why this neighborhood is so
special and why it is important to recall its past.

The DLNHS is dedicated to keeping our past alive in the hearts and minds of our residents. In the past
year we have done historical programs that celebrate the history of our neighborhoods’ founders. We toured
the Zion Episcopal Church Cemetery last spring and even enjoyed the company of one of its ghostly residents,
the poet and business leader Bloodgood Cutter. We joined the community at the Halloween Drive-thru, also
at Zion’s Cemetery, where we handed out not only treats, but an historical fact sheet about the history of
Halloween and about the founding of Zion Episcopal Church. We joined the Westmoreland Association and the
Douglaston Garden Club in the fall to clean up Glenwood Landing Park, and put in some sustainable plants.
Come see the riotous spring colors at Glenwood Landing this coming March and April!

At our annual meeting we enjoyed a lecture by the leadership of the Historic Districts Council, an
organization with a mission to preserve the character of all communities throughout the city. We also joined
many other civic groups from Douglaston and Little Neck at the Winter Festival at the Douglaston train station.
That event, visited by hundreds of our neighbors on a cold December day, displayed the binding spirit that
unites the residents of this small corner of Queens County. We are also hoping to bring historical programs to
the neighborhood school children.

This year I want to expand our mission by reaching out to teach the children of our community about
Douglaston and Little Neck’s past. By teaching our kids about the past, we ensure a better future for this
community. So, I ask any of you who are not yet members of the DLNHS, to please join and help us preserve
a community well worth maintaining. Become a member and, if you’re able, join us in our mission to keep our
past relevant and alive. And please look for our announcement about our annual meeting later this spring. Come
and meet the people who are working to keep alive the best qualities defining the communities of Douglaston
and Little Neck.
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DILNHS Participates in Glenwood Landing Park Beautification

On, Saturday, November 16", DLNHS board members Victor Dadras, Peter Reinharz, and Margaret
Wolf joined members of the Westmoreland Civic Association and others from the community in the semi-
annual cleanup and planting at Glenwood Landing Park in Little Neck.

Following the park cleanup, Kris Doerfler, a Douglaston resident who has studied indigenous plants
in our area, gave a talk about plants native to the community, and also planted sustainable asters and other
native shrubs to promote the park’s sustainability. The group was also joined by Teddy Bailey, the new Parks

Department Community liaison.

Margaret Wolf and friend hard at work Community members beautify the park I need to rest!

A Chilly Yet Warm Day at the Winter Festival

The weather outside may have been cold, but DLNHS received a warm welcome at the 2024
Douglaston Winter Festival, held this year on Sunday, December 15%.

Board members were on hand to help set up (thank goodness the tent was in a sunny spot!), make
hot cocoa, and hand out cookies and banana bread to those passing by. Copies of the Fall 2024 edition of this
newsletter were distributed, and many visitors added their email addresses to our mailing list.

Board members Scott Bernstein, David Boccio, Pam Broderick, Carole Cox, Victor Dadras, John
Duane, Ed LaGrassa, Mary O’Byrne, (and husband Dan O’Byrne), Peter Reinharz, Todd Tarpley, and Maura
Wrynn all contributed to make this an enjoyable day and to spread the word to residents about who we are and
the importance of keeping the history of our community alive!

The Country Rail Station in the City

When I moved to Little Neck forty-five years ago, believe it or not, it was not because I appreciated
the beauty of the neighborhood, although that was partly the reason. No, it was for the amazing fact that I
could get to Manhattan in less than half an hour on the Port Washington line of the Long Island Rail Road!

The history of this transportation miracle began in the mid-19" century. The rail line that
served Little Neck and Douglaston, the Flushing and North Side Railroad (FNS), was owned by
wealthy investors from College Point and Whitestone, including the renowned robber baron, Conrad
Poppenhausen, a German immigrant.

Poppenhausen made his fortune with a whalebone processing factory in Brooklyn, and later,
manufacturing rubber products. He built a factory in Whitestone and also worker’s housing there for his
employees. He wanted to build a North Shore rail line on Long Island, and he sought and received a license to
build one from Long Island City to Roslyn.

In doing so, Poppenhausen also acquired the other shorter rail lines along Long Island’s North Shore
and combined them into the FNS. In 1866 the FNS extended its eastern terminal to the newly-constructed
Brookdale Station, now known as Great Neck. But Poppenhausen wasn’t through building his rail empire. By
1875 he’d acquired most of the Long Island Rail Road’s stock and named himself President of the growing
LIRR. The following year Poppenhausen leased the FNS to the LIRR.

The station at Little Neck had already been constructed by the FNS by the time of the LIRR takeover
in 1876. The original two-story station house at Little Neck was built by local farmer Benjamin Wooley in
1870 for the FNS, and, upon its completion, the Little Neck station was opened.

Continued on page 7
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The Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day Parade:
Nearly a Century Long Tradition

Every Memorial Day since 1927, with the exception of a brief pause during the height of the pandemic,
there has been a Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day Parade. The first parade, a modest one, was sponsored
and organized by American Legion Post #103, Douglaston, in honor of those soldiers who had died in World
War I. It was the beginning of a tradition that continues to this day, supported and organized entirely by
community volunteers.

Over the years, the Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day Parade kept getting larger. By1941, at least
900 children, including those from Boy Scout Troops 101 and 174, Little Neck; 153 and 196, Douglaston; Cub
Pack 101 Little Neck; the Camp Fire Girls of Douglaston; and local school children from P.S. 94, P.S. 96 and
St. Anastasia Parochial School, were marching in the parade. Several other American Legion posts and their
auxiliaries were represented, as were Gold Star Mothers, veterans of all wars, firefighters from Manhasset-
Lakeville Fire Company, and the New York State Guard, Jamaica Armory. Following the parade there were
refreshments for the children and a picnic at American Legion Post 103.

Marchers in 2011 head west on Northern Boulevard Interfaith Service honors veterans

By 2019, the parade had grown to 180 marching units, and was said to be the longest Memorial Day
Parade in the country. Also, in addition to an Art and Essay Contest and Awards Dinner for local school children
the Friday before, there was also a breakfast and interdenominational prayer service for veterans preceding the
parade and refreshments for all following it.

Veteran Robert Lesser, who flew 70 B-25 bomber NYPD Emerald Society
missions and received 10 medals for bravery Pipes and Drums, 2023

The Little Neck- Douglaston Memorial Day Parade continues its mission to this day, “honoring those
who died during service, and supporting veterans and the active military and their families.” The march will
commence at 2:00 PM, rain or shine, this Memorial Day, May 26", starting on Northern Boulevard just east of
the Nassau County line. The parade will conclude just past the reviewing stands in the Divine Wisdom Catholic
Academy parking lot on Northern Boulevard and Alameda Avenue.
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Become a Member of the Douglaston and Little Neck Historical Society
It’s the best way to receive the latest news and learn more about local history
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The Country Rail Station in the City conimed ron page 5

! 3 .

L] L K

aa ; \ \
e e

Little Neck Station in 1951 Little Neck Station in 1956

The Wooley family farm was in the area that is now the Westmoreland neighborhood, which was
developed in 1907. A second station house replaced the original in 1890, and remains today. Electric lighting
was installed in 1910, and a pedestrian overpass at the center of the platform was constructed in the early 1980s,
connecting the east and westbound sides. That was replaced in 2016 with a prefabricated steel bridge. Today, the
ticket agent has been replaced by vending machines and the taxi services have vanished, supplanted by Uber.

The rail crossing at Little Neck Parkway is the only remaining grade-level passenger rail crossing in
New York City. The automatic gates at that crossing were extended in 2008 to allow the creation of a railroad
“quiet zone” permitting train operators to pass through the crossing without having to blow the train’s loud horn,
which allowed for a suburban lifestyle within city limits.

Yet despite these modern alterations, the Little Neck Station retains its old-style charm and rural
appearance. Take a walk along the platforms and look at the old — but empty — station house. And while there,
stop by the former deli on the northwest corner and enjoy a wonderful snack at Fern and Aurora’s fabulous
dessert shop (I heartily recommend the brown butter chocolate chip cookies and the cheesecake) where you can
sit and enjoy a piece of New York City that is unlike any other spot. Follow that up with a walk down Sandhill
Road to Aurora Pond, part of the Udall’s Cove Wildlife Preserve, where you can see wood ducks, mergansers,
egrets, herons and fox in a scene resembling the backwoods of Maine. This spot is more than a rail station. It is
a treasure that seems to defy time.
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137 HOllyWOOd Avenue Continued from page 3

“I Love Lucy”?

Warren and Helen Smith purchased the house in 1942, moving there from 24 Knollwood Avenue, a few
blocks away. Sometime around 1950, when their youngest child moved out, the Smiths subdivided the lot and
constructed a one-bedroom apartment above the carriage house for themselves. It is now 135 Hollywood. The
Smiths then rented out the main house to CBS, which at the time was transitioning from radio to television. “I
Love Lucy,” CBS’s first hit TV show, premiered in 1951.

In the dining room of 137 Hollywood was a table that sat thirty people, reportedly from the CBS
board room. There was also a screening room in the basement. It is not known why CBS would rent a house in
Douglaston for business purposes. Perhaps it was an easy drive for then-CBS Chairman William S. Paley, who
lived 20 minutes away in Manhasset.

Whatever the reason, when the Smiths tried to sell the house, the removal of the gargantuan dining
room table was a deal-breaker, and the would-be buyer walked away. Mr. Smith vowed to sell to the next people
who walked in the door. According to Rene Fiechter, who was a small boy at the time, that was his parents. The
Fiechter family lived there for the next 60 years—thanks, perhaps, to “I Love Lucy!”

Today

For the past 15 years, 137 Hollywood has been owned by Peter and Barbara Skenderis, who have
raised their family there. They added a rear addition, gracefully matching the architectural style of the original
house. Their Christmas decorations are among the highlights of the neighborhood holiday season. And the
house remains in immaculate condition, similar to the way it was 115 years ago—ready for more memories.
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